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What it’s like to be around here.
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HONOUR

Everybody is somebody at Arena. We place value on everyone.

UNITY

We seek to build relationships and teams. We model “we” and not “I.

GENEROSITY

We believe it is more blessed to give than to receive.

EXCELLENCE

Doing the best we can with what we have.

PASSION

We will bring our energy and “can do” into every situation.

ASPIRATION

We are committed to see everyone fulfil their God given purpose.

FAITH

We will continue to grow into the MORE - Dream Big.

”
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ARENA BEHAVIOURS

Our behaviours aren’t to make you fall in line or fit in. Diversity and difference are a
part of who we are at Arena. They don’t refer to the clothes you wear or the music
you listen to. Our goal isn’t to get you to behave, it’s to help you follow Jesus. The
reality is Arena is full of imperfect people; people who were broken, people who
were lost, people who were hurt, but through a relationship with Jesus have been
radically changed. Our behaviours create a platform for Arena to flourish, they
create freedom and protection for our community. In your house, you have certain
behaviours so that the house can function.

These may be things like “everyone helps tidy the table” or “no shoes inside”.
Different houses have different behaviours to protect and promote the house.
Our house, Arena, is no different. We have certain behaviours that we expect our
community to agree to so that our house can flourish.

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE
AROUND HERE

Why do we behave the way we do? And why do we behave differently in different
places? Every place has its own culture. Your home, your workplace, your family,
sports teams, buildings, parks - everywhere has its own culture. The culture of a
place is very important as it determines how people behave. If a sports team has
a bad culture, it may mean that they have a poor work ethic, and they might not
work well as a team, which will lead to them not winning anything. All successful
ventures start with a healthy culture and a good set of shared behaviours.

Sadly, the culture of a place is often unhealthy by default. It doesn’t manifest
intentionally, and may have been originally caused by problems that are long in the
past. Unhealthy culture often comes naturally whereas good culture only comes
through design.




It takes a group of people dedicating themselves to a set of values or behaviours to
foster a good culture. Our church thrives with a good culture, and that good culture
comes because we all dedicate ourselves to these good behaviours, and we lock
out the behaviours that can come into the church as thieves to rob us of God’s
purpose.

Just as we seek to create this culture, Jesus created a culture with his disciples.
Matthew 10:5-16 gives us an insight into the culture he was creating:

5 Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these instructions: “Don’t go to the
Gentiles or the Samaritans, 6 but only to the people of Israel—God'’s lost sheep.

7 Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near. 8 Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you
have received!

9 “Don’t take any money in your money belts—no gold, silver, or even copper coins.
10 Don’t carry a traveler’s bag with a change of clothes and sandals or even a
walking stick. Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work deserve
to be fed.

11 “Whenever you enter a city or village, search for a worthy person and stay in
his home until you leave town. 12 When you enter the home, give it your blessing.
13 If it turns out to be a worthy home, let your blessing stand, if it is not, take back
the blessing. 14 If any household or town refuses to welcome you or listen to your
message, shake its dust from your feet as you leave. 15 | tell you the truth, the
wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah will be better off than such a town on the
judgment day.

16 “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as
snakes and harmless as doves.

Jesus gave clear direction. He told the disciples where to go, he told them to work
in words and signs, he told them to leave a town when they needed to, and he
was not directly involved, allowing the disciples to get on with what they knew was
right.

In this booklet, we want to answer the question, “What’s it like to be around here?”
- it’s a question that looks at who we are as a church. There are five things we are
focused on as a church.
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1. WE GIVE A GREAT WELCOME

We hope that the first time you came you felt welcomed. We want everyone to feel
welcome and at home as soon as they enter the building.

2. WE HAVE GREAT WORSHIP

We are intentional about creating heartfelt times of worship in our services that
touch God’s heart as explained in John 4:24 - “For God is Spirit, so those who
worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” - however, our worship isn’t just
about Sunday but also about living out a great lifestyle that honours God.

3. WE GIVE A GREAT WORD

This means a great presentation of Jesus to Christians and non-Christians alike on a
Sunday, but also that we as a church are dedicated to reading the Bible in our own
time and making it the handbook of our lives.

4. WE ARE A GREAT WITNESS

We are intentional about not keeping our faith to ourselves and invite people to
church so that they can know Jesus for themselves. We know that Jesus wants us
to go and be an influence wherever we are.

5. WE SHOW A GREAT
WILLINGNESS

John 13 shows us Jesus, the Son of God, washing his disciples’ feet. We’re not
saying that we all have to wash each other’s feet but that we need to show the
same willingness to serve just as Jesus did. We all have a part to play in the church.

John 13:14-16 - And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 | have given you an example to follow. Do as |
have done to you. 16 | tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master.
Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the message.




In humility, we would like to say that the behaviours described in this booklet are
very important to us as a church, and very important to what it’s like to be around

here. If we can all commit to the things in this booklet then we can truly start to see
God move in our church we

‘Go and Grow and Love and Serve our World’.

When we see disciples growing and aspiration flowing, team and unity engaging,
faith and passion increasing, honour, excellence, mercy and generosity outpouring
then we can honestly and easily say what it’s like to be around here.

THIEVES

The things we DON’T want.
“The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy.”-John 10:10

RELIGION

‘The attitudes and practices that seek to suppress people’

Religion has nothing to do with Church or Christianity. You probably know someone
who checks the football results “religiously” - but they don’t go to church. Religion
suggests a particular system of procedures, with the same things happening the
same way every time - even faith and worship.

On the other hand, Christianity is all about a relationship with God through Jesus
Christ. It’s not about humans making rules and regulations to follow in order to get
closer to God. Jesus reserved some of His strongest words for religion, describing it
as burdensome, proud, external, powerless, critical, joyless and stubborn. Religion
tends to complain, compare, and be destructive.

It is possible to find someone that sticks to the rules of religion so tightly that
they even forget what the rule was there for in the first place. Jesus constantly
encountered this way of thinking in the religious leaders of His day.




Arena Church is NOT a religious church as we always seek to follow the example of
Jesus.

In Luke 6:1-11 we see these religious leaders furious at Jesus healing someone on
the Sabbath.

A Discussion about the Sabbath

6 One Sabbath day as Jesus was walking through some grainfields, his disciples
broke off heads of grain, rubbed off the husks in their hands, and ate the grain. 2
But some Pharisees said, “Why are you breaking the law by harvesting grain on

the Sabbath?” 3 Jesus replied, “Haven’t you read in the Scriptures what David did
when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He went into the house of God and
broke the law by eating the sacred loaves of bread that only the priests can eat. He
also gave some to his companions.” 5 And Jesus added, “The Son of Man is Lord,
even over the Sabbath.”

Jesus Heals on the Sabbath

6 On another Sabbath day, a man with a deformed right hand was in the
synagogue while Jesus was teaching. 7 The teachers of religious law and the
Pharisees watched Jesus closely. If he healed the man’s hand, they planned to
accuse him of working on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew their thoughts. He said

to the man with the deformed hand, “Come and stand in front of everyone.” So the
man came forward.9 Then Jesus said to his critics, “I have a question for you. Does
the law permit good deeds on the Sabbath, or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a
day to save life or to destroy it?” 10 He looked around at them one by one and then
said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his hand, and it was
restored! 11 At this, the enemies of Jesus were wild with rage and began to discuss
what to do with him.

The religious leaders had a rule in place stating that nothing could be done on the
Sabbath as it was a day of rest. When Jesus healed someone on this day, they were
blind to the miracle that had happened and instead focused on criticising Jesus.

God wants to bring freedom and not suppression. God is focused on having a
relationships with us, whereas religion says you have to do specific things in order
to be accepted. Jesus has already made the sacrifice for us and all we need to do is
to just follow Jesus and live in the freedom he has given us.
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In summary:

-We are humble and not proud

-We empower each other with freedom instead of trapping people with religion
-We live a life of faith that is internal as well as external

-We are open to change instead of doing things because we have always done it
this way

REJECTION

‘The attitude of constant refusal’

Jesus knew rejection well. Even people who knew him would bring rejection.
Isaiah 53:3 says: 3 He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted
with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was
despised, and we did not care.

Jesus never let rejection define Him, and neither should we. Rejection can come to
us all, and often unexpectedly; broken relationships, redundancy, failed interviews,
lost business deals, the residue of being bullied, and many other things. It can be
displayed in many ways, verbally, emotionally, intentionally or unintentionally. How
we handle rejection is very important. Unchecked, it expresses itself as resentment,
anger, bitterness, instability and insecurity.

There are many ways to combat rejection. One of the ways is to accept the truth
of what God says through the Bible. When rejection faces us it’s important that
we listen to what God says, and not what the world says. We need to reassure
ourselves that we are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14) and that
nothing can separate us from God’s love (Romans 8:38-39).

Psalm 139:14 :  praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, | know that full well.

Romans 8:38-39 : 38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from
God'’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for
today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate
us from God'’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed,
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Another way to combat rejection is through forgiveness. In a world filled with
pain and hurt, it is always important that we remember that we need to be full

of forgiveness no matter what has be done to hurt us. Forgiveness isn’t always
easy, but it is so life-giving and empowering that it enables us to move away from
bitterness into wholeness.

At the Arena we are intentional about leaving rejection at the door, this means that:
-We live in forgiveness of others and not bitterness

-We are accepting of every person that walks through the door, no matter what
background they have

-We constantly remind ourselves of the truth found in the Bible

-We combat rejection and we don’t let it define us

CONTROL

“The attitude or practice of unnatural domination or expectation”

It has found expression in all levels of society in history and sadly in some churches.
It can often reveal itself in menace, manipulation and through money. Arena Church
believes in good consistent strong leadership, but we are called to submit to the
lordship of Jesus, nothing can or should replace that.

Control requires two participants - one who takes control, and one that is
controlled. When a person is controlled, they become like a puppet, doing whatever
the puppet master desires of them. When an unhealthy control comes into our lives,
we can often find that we have no life except through the control of other people.

Menace will try to control through threats, for example, “if you go to that church
again then we won’t be friends anymore”. Menace can be hard to deal with, but we
have to trust and follow Jesus by doing what’s right no matter what.

Manipulation is a lot more subtle. It preys on people’s emotions and reactions,
sneakily managing a situation for selfish gain. This can be hard to spot but can be
seen in people’s motives.

Money drives people to work harder, but also to do things they wouldn’t normally
do. In a materialistic world, money can control many people. Jesus faced similar
temptations, as you can see in Matthew 4:1-11.
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Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the
devil. 2 For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. 3 During
that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become loaves of bread.”

4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say”, ‘People do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the
Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He
will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so
you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.””

/ Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your God.””
8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you
will kneel down and worship me.”

10 “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must
worship the Lord your God and serve only him.”” 11 Then the devil went away, and
angels came and took care of Jesus.

There have been some controlling world leaders over the years that have had
relative success through control. People such as dictators work very much through
control. There is a danger for all of us to exert control over other people, and we
have to be careful about this urge. In certain circumstances, it can be something
like a husband ruling over his wife so much that he orchestrates everything she can
and can’t do, who she can talk to, even what she can say.

Arena Church makes it an intent to not live under unnatural control and not to exert
control over others.

In summary:

-We let people make their own decisions

-We do not allow the challenges of being a Christian make us live under control
-We do not allow control to have a place in our lives in any form
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OFFENCE

“Annoyance or resentment brought about by a perceived insult”

It is the attitude that seeks to find a problem for any occasion. The key to
understanding offence is that it is “perceived”, and most often is not intended.
Offence is always taken and never given.

Sadly some people take offence very easily and repeat this behaviour again and
again. In Christian life, this can manifest in moving from one church to the next
when there is no need as no offence was intended in the first place.

Jesus never took offence. Many tried to do things to offend Him, but he never
took offence. In this way, the one perfect human in all of history caused offence to
be taken by religious leaders (among others), as the things he did were not their
ways and often seemed contrary to what they believed. But of course, Jesus never
intended to cause offence, and his ways were perfect - if people can become
offended by Jesus, how much easier is it to take offence at an imperfect human?

Offence impairs relationships, renewal, and the ability to reflect Christ’s example.
The book of Proverbs, the biblical source of great wisdom, says, “An offended
person is more unyielding than a fortified city” (Proverbs 18:19). Once offence is
taken, it is hard to resolve.

Arena Church recognises that offence will almost certainly come to us all at some
point in time, and we have the ability to choose how we will react to any given
decision or act. To be offended isn’t unavoidable, but we are encouraged to let it
fall to the ground in grace and live a life of blessings.

We can be people that are known:

-For being gracious

-For being joyful instead of always offended

-For being people of understanding

-For being people that are full of wisdom so that we can live in the fullness of God’s
will.
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OCCUPANTS

The things we DO want.
“l have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”-John 10:10

DISCIPLESHIP

The original term in the New Testament for disciple is “mathetes”, which means
“learner” or “a trained one”. There are courses that help you become a learner or a
trained one, and these are to be valued, but discipleship is more than a course - it’s
a lifestyle, and you will never stop learning.

Matthew 28:16-20
16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had

told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshipped him—but some of them
doubted!

18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and
on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new
disciples to obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”

These are some of the best-known verse in the gospels, on the ‘other side’ of the
resurrection. Jesus speaks to his disciples and tells them to go out and make other
people into disciples. This is often called “The Great Commission” - the journey of
growing discipleship in every way is ongoing for all of us.

There are over 250 references in the gospels and the Acts of Apostles alone to
disciples. The heart cry of scripture is not for believers, consumers, attenders, or
joiners, but is for disciples that want to go and make a difference.

Discipleship is the soil in which the seeds of other behaviours are planted. Without
good soil, the seeds will fail to grow; with the good soil of discipleship, the seeds

will grow and flourish in new life with God.

Here are three aspects of response for a disciple.
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A CALLING

This being both an invitation and a challenge, every Christian carries a calling on
their life.

Matthew 4:19 - Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and | will show you
how to fish for people!”

Matthew 9:9 - As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting
at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So
Matthew got up and followed him.

John 1:43 -The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Come, follow me.”

The calling will show itself in different gifts and expressions, but we have all been
called to obey, love, serve and sacrifice.

Obey - Matthew 7:24-27 - “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is
wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in
torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t
collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my teaching and
doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 27 When the
rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a
mighty crash.”

Love - Mark 12:29-30 - Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this:
‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 30 And you must love
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your
strength.’

Serve - Matthew 20:20-28 - Then the mother of James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, came to Jesus with her sons. She knelt respectfully to ask a favour. 21

“What is your request?” he asked.

She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let my two sons sit in places of honour next
to you, one on your right and the other on your left.”

22 But Jesus answered by saying to them, “You don’t know what you are asking!
Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering | am about to drink?”

“Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!”




23 Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup. But | have no right to

say who will sit on my right or my left. My Father has prepared those places for the
ones he has chosen.”

24 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were
indignant. 25 But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers
in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those
under them. 26 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader
among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you
must become your slave. 28 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Sacrifice - Matthew 16:24-25 - Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants
to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow
me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life
for my sake, you will save it.

“A faith that costs nothing, gives nothing, suffers nothing, means nothing”
-Martin Luther

A COMMITMENT

‘We are committed to making Jesus the master of our lives through surrender’

A disciple of Jesus is committed to Christ, to walk in His ways, to live His life, to
share His love and truth with others.

Luke 14:27 says “And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot
be my disciple.” - this scripture means that we must follow in Jesus’ footsteps
whatever it takes. We don’t have to live our lives in oppression seeking to tick every
box as we live under rules and regulations, but we must simply let God take control
of our lives, and let him make us more like Jesus. Once we start doing this we see
that we are actually becoming empowered and liberated.

We can’t be disciples without first surrendering to God, we have to let God’s ways
become our ways and submit to what he wants for us. This is the true meaning of
sacrificial living, by living a life of surrender that overflows to others. Sometimes
we will have to do the opposite of what we want to because we are surrendered to
God’s ways.




Disciples have a commitment to:

The Master - Luke 5:5 - “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night
and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I'll let the nets down again.”

The Word of God - John 8:31-32 - Jesus said to the people who believed in him,
“You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

John 15:9-10 - “/ have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my
love. 10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as | obey
my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.

Bearing Fruit - John 15:1-8 - “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he
prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have
already been pruned and purified by the message | have given you. 4 Remain in
me, and | will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from
the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.

5 “Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does
not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches
are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When
you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my
Father.

Others - John 13:34-35 - So now | am giving you a new commandment: Love each
other. Just as | have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one
another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

The Commission - Mark 16:15-20 - And then he told them, “Go into all the world
and preach the Good News to everyone. 16 Anyone who believes and is baptized
will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. 17 These
miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in
my name, and they will speak in new languages. 18 They will be able to handle
snakes with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They
will be able to place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”




19 When the Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, he was taken up into
heaven and sat down in the place of honour at God’s right hand. 20 And the

disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord worked through them,
confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.

A CHALLENGE

The ‘upside-down’ truths of the kingdom really do work out in discipleship - “If you
lose your life, you will find it”, “If you die, you will live”

The challenge is for us to live in this world as citizens of an entirely different
kingdom.

It will mean:
Overcoming - The world, the flesh, and the Devil

Prioritising - Matthew 6:19-20 - “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where
moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20
Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves
do not break in and steal.

Living - John 10:10 - The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose
is to give them a rich and satisfying life.

Yielding - again and again to Jesus’ ways and plans as they are always the best

And the promise to Disciples? “Surely | am with you always, to the very end of the

”

age

Let nothing deter us from responding to the call, bringing our commitment and
rising to the challenge that is discipleship.

Discipleship:

-is not automatic; it needs to be intentional
-is not mystical; it is to be practical

-is not instant; it involves a process

-is not just knowing; it is demonstrating

-is not private; it is relational
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PASSION

John 2:12-17:

After the wedding he went to Capernaum for a few days with his mother, his
brothers, and his disciples.

13 It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, so Jesus went to
Jerusalem. 14 In the Temple area he saw merchants selling cattle, sheep, and
doves for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign money. 15
Jesus made a whip from some ropes and chased them all out of the Temple. He
drove out the sheep and cattle, scattered the money changers’ coins over the floor,
and turned over their tables. 16 Then, going over to the people who sold doves,

he told them, “Get these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a
marketplace!”

17 Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for
God'’s house will consume me.”

People of passion are everywhere. Passionate people are in music, business,
fashion, politics, education, faith, and more besides. We all have many different
passions - some love to cook, some love to eat, some love to shop and some love
sports.

The church has the most passionate message of hope in the whole world, and as
such should contain the most fired-up and passionate people. Passionate Christ-
followers are infectious,full of life, energy, and fun.

Someone once said, “Catch on fire and people will watch you burn.”

The Enemy wants to rob the people of God of their passion and make them insipid,
mediocre, and colourless. Arena Church is unashamedly and unapologetically given
to passion in ALL it seeks to do.

One definition of passion is, “a powerful and compelling emotion”, which lends
itself to the word ZEAL, meaning “to boil” or “to be white-hot”. In an alternative
translation of John 2:17, Jesus said “Zeal for your house will consume me” - what
are you white-hot about?




Two things we are passionate about are the church and the world.

The Church - Ephesians 5:25 says “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her”

The World - John 3:16 says, “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal
life.” - the world is looking for change, and we have been given the responsibility to
carry the message to the world with passion and zeal.

We should be intentional about living passionately and enthusiastically in every
aspect of our lives. Let’s live with a passion for God, for the church of Jesus Christ
and for His Word, and not settle for anything less!

At Arena, we are especially passionate about worship, lost people, serving people
and excellence. We are passionate about worshipping God with everything we
have, helping lost people find Jesus, serving and loving people in any way we can
and doing the best with what we have. We look to go and grow, and love and serve
the world.

Gathering and worshipping - Psalm 150:

1 Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heaven!

2 Praise him for his mighty works; praise his unequalled greatness!

3 Praise him with a blast of the ram’s horn; praise him with the lyre and harp!

4 Praise him with the tambourine and dancing; praise him with strings and flutes!
5 Praise him with a clash of cymbals, praise him with loud clanging cymbals.

6 Let everything that breathes sing praises to the Lord!

Praise the Lord!

Connecting to people far from God - 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 - Even though | am

a free man with no master, | have become a slave to all people to bring many to
Christ. 20 When | was with the Jews, | lived like a Jew to bring the Jews to Christ.
When | was with those who follow the Jewish law, | too lived under that law. Even
though I am not subject to the law, | did this so | could bring to Christ those who are
under the law. 21 When | am with the Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, |
too live apart from that law so | can bring them to Christ. But | do not ignore the law
of God; | obey the law of Christ. 22 When | am with those who are weak, | share
their weakness, for | want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, | try to find common
ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save some.
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Doing and serving - Matthew 25:34-36 - Then the King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared

for you from the creation of the world. 35 For | was hungry, and you fed me. | was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. | was a stranger, and you invited me into your
home. 36 | was naked, and you gave me clothing. | was sick, and you cared for me.
I was in prison, and you visited me.’

Excelling - “Do the best you can with what you have been entrusted with” -
Matthew 25:14-30 - Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story
of a man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his
money to them while he was gone. 15 He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags
of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to
their abilities. He then left on his trip.

16 “The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money
and earned five more. 17 The servant with two bags of silver also went to work
and earned two more. 18 But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a
hole in the ground and hid the master’s money. 19 “After a long time their master
returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they had used
his money. 20 The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came
forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest,
and | have earned five more.’

21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!” 22 “The servant who had received the
two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver
to invest, and | have earned two more.’

23 “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have

been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’24 “Then the servant with the one bag of
silver came and said, ‘Master, | knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you
didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 25 | was afraid | would lose
your money, so | hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’

26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew | harvested
crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops | didn’t cultivate, 27 why didn’t you deposit
my money in the bank? At least | could have gotten some interest on it.’
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28 “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with
the ten bags of silver. 29 To those who use well what they are given, even more will
be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even
what little they have will be taken away. 30 Now throw this useless servant into
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Growing and living - 2 Peter 1:5-8 - In view of all this, make every effort to
respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of
moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with
self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with
godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with
love for everyone. 8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful
you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As passionate followers of Jesus, we won’t only change our own lives, but will
change the world we live in!

Living a life of passion means:

-We will praise and worship God in our services with an unashamed exuberance
-We will wholeheartedly serve - even when it’s inconvenient

-We will pursue God with passion

-We will have a heart for lost people just as Jesus did

-We will do the best with what God entrusts us - our finances, our gifts, our talents,
our calling

-We will love God and people passionately

ASPIRATION (HOPE)

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 (The Message) - Dear, dear Corinthians, | can’t tell you how
much I long for you to enter this wide-open, spacious life. We didn’t fence you in.
The smallness you feel comes from within you. Your lives aren’t small, but you’re
living them in a small way. I'm speaking as plainly as | can and with great affection.
Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively!

The church should be full of aspiration. The message of the gospel is one of
transforming from bad to good, lifting the lowly up to new heights. The gospel
has the power to lift and transform. This aspiration is not borne of some selfish
motivation to gather for ourselves, for it is not the same as ambition.




It is out of a desire to serve others and live out the creative life of freedom that God
intended for everyone.

John 10:10 - “/ have come that you may have life in all of its fullness”

The definition of aspiration is “a strong desire to achieve something”. The scientific
definition describes the act of breathing. Aspiration is to look to the things that keep
you alive and give you hope. God has aspiration for his creation - it is for dominion
and rule.

God wants us to reach further to accomplish more, to achieve and succeed. We
celebrate aspirations as it is not an ungodly pursuit, for what we have become is
not what we are meant to be.

God creates aspiration through who we are, not through who we aren’t.

When we start to aspire then we can see great things happen in our lives.
Aspiration leads to success which leads to influence. Anyone who had success
first had aspiration, so you can’t become successful without any aspiration! After
that comes influence, as people with success naturally have an influence because
people start to listen to them. When we start to live a life of aspiration and move
into success and influence, it’s at that point that we can use our influence to point
people towards God

There are four anchor points to this:

-In your getting, make sure of your giving
-God grants and allows success

-You are a steward and not an owner

-God and the local church are central to life

“Success flows out of the local church”
- Brian Houston

Isaiah 54:1-5 is a call to aspire - enlarge, extend, and expand:

“Sing, O childless woman,
you who have never given birth!

Break into loud and joyful song, O Jerusalem,
you who have never been in labor.
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For the desolate woman now has more children
than the woman who lives with her husband,”
says the Lord.

2 “Enlarge your house; build an addition.
Spread out your home, and spare no expense!

3 For you will soon be bursting at the seams.
Your descendants will occupy other nations
and resettle the ruined cities.

4 “Fear not; you will no longer live in shame.
Don’t be afraid; there is no more disgrace for you.
You will no longer remember the shame of your youth
and the sorrows of widowhood.
5 For your Creator will be your husband;
the Lord of Heaven'’s Armies is his name!
He is your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel,
the God of all the earth.

As we aspire, we must change our mindset. We need to be positive, and must:

-Forget the past

-Not try to limit God

-Carefully and loosely hold praise and acclaim
-Keep Jesus first, central, and number one!

In living a life of aspiration:

-We will ask ourselves, ‘When was the last time | did something for the first time?’-
and then aspire to do something new

-We will look ahead and advance forward to take hold of everything in God which
He has taken hold of us for

-We will have a continual expectation of growth in every area of our lives and in the
life of Arena Church

-We will not let our past failures and disappointments define us, and we will
continually step up to the plate and be wholly given to God’s purposes

-We will continually look to our God whom we know can achieve anything

Ephesians 3:20 - Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at
work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think
- therefore no limits, only enlargement, extension and expansion.
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Isaiah 58:12 - “Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-
old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets
with Dwellings.”

GENEROSITY

John 3:16 - “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”

Genesis 1:28-30 - Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the
earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the
animals that scurry along the ground.” 29 Then God said, “Look! | have given you
every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food.
30 And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in
the sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has
life.” And that is what happened.

Our God is a generous God, and gives so much to us. We could have been left to
perish, but God generously gave his only Son to mercifully give us eternal life. To be
generous and show mercy is to be like God

Ephesians 5:1- Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his
dear children.

Micah 6:8 - No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good,
and this is what he requires of you:

to do what is right, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God.

But what should we be generous with?

Be Generous With Our Words - Psalm 141:3 - Set a watch (guard) over my mouth
O Lord.

We need to be careful with what we speak over ourselves and others. We must
ensure we see ourselves as God does in Psalm 139:

10 Lord, you have examined my heart
and know everything about me.
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2 You know when I sit down or stand up. You know my thoughts even when I’'m far
away.

3 You see me when I travel and when [ rest at home. You know everything | do.

4 You know what | am going to say even before | say it, Lord.

5 You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too great for me to understand!

/7 | can never escape from your Spirit! | can never get away from your presence!

8 IfI go up to heaven, you are there, if | go down to the grave, you are there.

9 If I ride the wings of the morning, if | dwell by the farthest oceans,

10 even there your hand will guide me, and your strength will support me.

111 could ask the darkness to hide me and the light around me to become night—
12 but even in darkness | cannot hide from you. To you the night shines as bright as
day. Darkness and light are the same to you.

13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my
mother’s womb.

14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is
marvelous—how well | know it.

15 You watched me as | was being formed in utter seclusion, as | was woven
together in the dark of the womb.

16 You saw me before | was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.

17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God. They cannot be numbered!
18 | can’t even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And when | wake
up, you are still with me!

19 O God, if only you would destroy the wicked! Get out of my life, you murderers!
20 They blaspheme you, your enemies misuse your name.

210 Lord, shouldn’t | hate those who hate you? Shouldn’t | despise those who
oppose you?

22 Yes, | hate them with total hatred, for your enemies are my enemies.

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24 Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of
everlasting life.

Speaking with an encouraging attitude, cheering others on, affirming them, will
spill out into all the relational connection in our life - family, friends, workmates -
and be a true blessing.
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Be Generous With Our Time

Time can be either a friend or an enemy. We need to use it well for the glory of God,
and so ensure that we make time for:

-The Lord, keeping our devotional life on track

-Our family and friends

-Ourselves, with hobbies and rest

-In service, given to the work of God

Be Generous With Our Resources

Our resources are mainly made up of money: We believe in this church that
committed believers ought to bring their tithe (one tenth their of regular income) to
give to the storehouse (the local church).

Malachi 3:10 - Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough
food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven'’s Armies, “I will open the
windows of heaven for you. | will pour out a blessing so great you won't have
enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!

This is could really be looked on as not being generous, but rather being obedient.
2 Corinthians 9:7 - You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t
give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully.”

Many think that generosity is only about giving money but it’s a lot more than
that. People that aren’t generous primarily have a heart issue and not just a
wallet issue. It’s an attitude and a condition that lies deep within us. When we
develop a generous heart we are generous in our words, time and money. We
become focused on giving of ourselves to others so that they may benefit. We
are intentional on living out of a generous heart. We do it because God was first
generous to us and we want to show that generosity to the world.

In living a life filled with generosity and mercy this means:

-We recognise God’s generosity to us and allow that to permeate our hearts, and
never forget the mercy that God has shown us

-We always seek to give rather than hold back

-We don’t let what we have limit how much we give

-We help others by ‘doing all that we can, by all means that we can, in all the ways
that we can, in all the places we can, at all times that we can, to all the people that
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we can, for as long as we can.’ (John Wesley)

-We will remember that mercy is more important than judgement

-We will not treat anyone differently because they have a different background or
status.

UNITY

Unity means working together as one - as a team, with everyone on the same side.
Teams are seen in many aspects of life - sports, industry, education, social action,
government, and many other places. Teamwork is no less vital in church.

Psalm 133

1 How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!

2 For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron’s
head, that ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe.

3 Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon that falls on the
mountains of Zion. And there the Lord has pronounced his blessing, even life
everlasting.

Psalm 133 gives a great picture of unity, we see;

JOY - v1 - Joy, happiness, peace and a good atmosphere are resident in a house
when there is unity.

OIL — v2 - Speaks symbolically of unity being seen and smelt. A ‘perfume’ that is
unmissable, distinct and attractive. It defeats all other odours.

FRUIT - v3 - |t falls on the ‘common hill’, Zion, and reflects ‘the blessing of all
blessings’

Ephesians 4:1-16 - Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a

life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble
and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults
because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit,
binding yourselves together with peace.4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just
as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future.

5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all,

who is over all, in all, and living through all. 7 However, he has given each one of us
a special gift through the generosity of Christ. 8 That is why the Scriptures say,
“When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and gave gifts to his
people.”
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9 Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that Christ also descended
to our lowly world. 10 And the same one who descended is the one who ascended
higher than all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himselrf.

11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets,

the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip
God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will
continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard
of Christ.

14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown
about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try

to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak

the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head
of his body, the church.16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each
part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole
body is healthy and growing and full of love.

There is no “I” in “TEAM”, and it is amazing how much more you can achieve when
it does not matter who gets the glory.

T.E.A.M. Together Everyone Achieves More

Pastor Jonathan Edwards was a distinguished and well-known pastor and
theologian in the 18th century. He led many great revivals on the east coast of
the USA, and saw thousands of people come to faith in Jesus. Due to the number
of people joining his church, he wrote a behaviours document that he called the
“COMMUNITY COVENANT” that reflects an impassioned desire for unity amongst
believers:

1. In all conversations, concerns and dealings with our neighbours, we will be
honest, just and upright.

2. If we wrong others in any way we will not rest until we have made things right.

3. We promise that we will not permit ourselves to indulge in any kind of backbiting.
4. We will be careful not to do anything to others out of a spirit of revenge.

5. When there is a difference of opinion concerning another’s rights, we will not
allow private interest to influence us.

6. We will not tolerate the exercise of enmity or ill-will in our hearts.
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1. If we find that we have a secret grudge against another we will not gratify it but
root it out.

8. We will not allow over familiarity in our talk with others, or anything that might
stir up unprincipled behaviour.

9. We will resolve to examine ourselves on a regular basis, knowing that the heart is
very deceitful.

10. We will run with perseverance the race that is set before us working out our
salvation with fear and trembling.

Hillsong pastor Brian Houston said that a key to effective leadership is to deal with
issues quickly, and avoid the ugliness of division.

Ephesians 4:4 The Message - You are called to travel on the same road and in the
same direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly’

God wants His Church to be the ‘A TEAM’ :

ASSORTMENT — Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12 — ‘Allsorts come to this church!’
ACTION - James 2:20 - ‘Faith without works is useless (dead)’

AVAILABILITY - John 13:17 — The team ethic is not about Status, but about
Servanthood.

AUTHENTICITY - John 4:24 — We are REAL with one another, rejoicing with those
that rejoice, and ‘taking the hits’ where necessary together, openly and honestly
AFFIRMATION - John 13:34-35 ‘Love one another’

But how is UNITY expressed in the life of the church?

By WELCOMING - A warm welcome extended to all

By CONNECTING - Our small groups play a vital role in enabling people to give
themselves to and enjoy fellowship in the life of the church.

By INCLUDING — No schisms or cliques in the life of church, everyone belong to
the whole.

We must continue to walk towards these values, and so reflect an ‘Acts 2
Community’, who were known for being of ‘one accord.’

‘Strong Teams have a strong team spirit’ — Hugs, Handshakes, High 5’s, ‘God Bless
you’, “You can do it’, ‘We believe in you’, all give expression to this team value.
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In living a life of unity this means:

-We will honour and encourage each other with our words

-We will celebrate each other’s diversities

-We will be open in our relationships so that no cliques arise

-We will put aside differences to work together

-We will put the interests of the team above our own personal interests
-We will all work to a common goal set out by the leaders of the church

FAITH

‘We are committed to trusting in God even when we don’t see the full picture’

Hebrews 11:1-6

1 Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot
see. 2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.

3 By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command,
that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen.

4 It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain
did. Abel’s offering gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed
his approval of his gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his
example of faith. 5 It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without
dying— “he disappeared, because God took him.” For before he was taken up, he
was known as a person who pleased God. 6 And it is impossible to please God
without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and
that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.

Martin Luther King Jr explained it well when he said ‘Faith is taking the first step
even when you don’t see the whole staircase’.

The heart of the Arena Church community is to be committed to a faith walk, for as
Hebrews states, “..it is impossible to please God without faith.”

One night a house caught fire, and the father on the ground implored his son to
jump from the bedroom window into his arms. The boy said, ‘But Dad | can’t see

you’...Dad replied, ‘But | can see you, and that’s all that matters’

Faith Jumps!
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However, faith is NOT:

-A goody bag that means we never have a problem

-A slot machine that always wins the jackpot

-A hammock for sleepily watching the world go by

-A medicine that guarantees you will never have a pang of doubt
-A magic formula

Faith is defined by two words in Hebrews 11:1:
SURE of what we hope for (hope is a confident expectation),
CERTAIN of what we do not see.

Vines Dictionary says faith is ‘a firm persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing.’

FAITH IS IMPERATIVE

Today people claim they could not live without all sorts of modern gadgetry, but the
reality is, if you had to you could. But we cannot live without faith - Ephesians 2:1-10
shows it has taken us from Deadness to our Destiny and purpose in God.

10nce you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You
used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander
of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those
who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate
desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to
God'’s anger, just like everyone else.

4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were
dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It
is only by God'’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead
along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are
united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of
the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has
done for us who are united with Christ Jesus.

8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this,
itis a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done,
so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
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If you went to the doctor and were told it was imperative you took a course of
treatment, it is unlikely you would ignore the advice. Faith in a living God is even
more vital to respond to.

FAITH IS INDESPENSIBLE

Hebrews 6:9-12 - Dear friends, even though we are talking this way, we really don’t
believe it applies to you. We are confident that you are meant for better things,
things that come with salvation. 10 For God is not unjust. He will not forget how
hard you have worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring
for other believers, as you still do. 11 Our great desire is that you will keep on loving
others as long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will
come true. 12 Then you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you
will follow the example of those who are going to inherit God’s promises because of
their faith and endurance.

Hebrews 12:1-3 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of
witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down,
especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race
God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion
who initiates and perfects our faith.Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured
the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside
God'’s throne.3 Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you
won’t become weary and give up.

We live in a ‘throw away’ society. The book of Hebrews was written to a backcloth
of opposition and persecution that was so severe, it may have been tempting to
throw away faith, the writer encourages not to. We all go through times of testing,
sometimes incomprehensible, as to the purpose of God, faith not only on occasions
takes us round things it takes us through!

FAITH IS INDESPENSIBLE

2 Corinthians 5:7 - For we live by believing and not by seeing.

Many have said ‘show me God and I'll believe’, but the unseen is the currency of
the believer. ‘Realize the difference between sight and insight. Understand there’s
much more to the world than the physical aspects you can see.




Rather than trusting in what you can see (which is temporary) trust in what you can’t

see (which is eternal). Choose to live not according to your own limited view, but by
the limitless possibilities of God’

FAITH IS INVALUABLE

1 Peter 1.7 - These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire
tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So
when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.

This book was originally written to a suffering church. Today, many are still opposed
for their faith, but we need to realise that whatever we go through, our faith is of
greater value than gold.

FAITH IS IMPENETRABLE

Ephesians 6:16 - In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the
fiery arrows of the devil.

Ancient battles involved archers firing arrows whose tips had been dipped in
burning tar, inflicting maximum damage on impact. What are some of the ‘flaming
arrows’ we face? Doubt, Disappointment, Distress, Discouragement and so we
could go on. However, lifting the shield of faith extinguishes these fiery attacks, and
does so every time!

FAITH IS IRREPRESSIBLE

Acts 4:13 — It was said of the early church leaders ‘These men have been with
Jesus’, and nothing could keep them down. ‘Faith is designed to release us in our
generation to do what the men and woman of the Bible did in theirs’

Romans 8:28 The Message ‘True faith reaches out to all that God can give and
challenges every obstacle in life with an unshakable confidence in God’s promise to
make all things work together for good, and fit a plan for those who love God and
are fitting into His plans.’
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HAVING FAITH

There are many people throughout the Bible that recognised God’s authority and
therefore took great steps of faith. David took on Goliath, Shadrach, Meshach

and Abednego stepped into the fiery furnace, Esther spoke out, Peter preached

to thousands, Joseph went through slavery and prison and Moses went before
Pharaoh. All of these things were done through faith, they all went into challenging
situations because they had a belief that God knew what he was doing!

In our lives there is a great need that we have a faith in God, that we trust in him
whatever that looks like and are willing to make steps of faith even when it doesn’t
make sense to us. We need to trust that God knows what he’s doing! It might
mean that you have faith for your family to become Christians and you invite them
to church, it might mean that you take that career path even though it’s low paid
because God has told you to, whatever it looks like make sure you have faith to
believe for the impossible and that you do something about it!

The ‘Faith Prayer’ of many believers over the years has been reflected in a few
words — ‘Dear God, Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else, Amen’

Let’s go ‘From faith to faith’

In living a life of faith this means:-

-We believe in the impossible

-We follow the Bible and what God says even when it doesn’t fully make sense
-We actively take steps of faith and we are not passive

-We believe that God is working in our lives even when we cannot see it

HONOUR

“High respect; great esteem”
Honour is a Key to Unlocking the Power of the Kingdom

Living a lifestyle of honour is one of the ways in which we become set apart from
the world and move closer to God. The word “honour” means to esteem at the
highest level or to add weight to. It comes from the time when people used to
weigh shekels to determine their value, because the heavier the coin, the more
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value it had. Honour is still used in this context to this very day, for example when a
bank honours a cheque. The same applies to your life - the more you put a value on
something the more weight it has in your life.

WHO ARE WE MEANT TO HONOUR?

Honour one another - Romans 12:10 “Be devoted to one another in love. Honour
one another above yourselves.”

Honour those in Authority - Romans 13:1- “Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.”

Honour those with Authority in the Church - Hebrews 13:17 - “Be responsive to
your pastoral leaders. Listen to their counsel. They are alert to the condition of your
lives and work under the strict supervision of God. Contribute to the joy of their
leadership, not its drudgery. Why would you want to make things harder for them?”
(The Message)

By honouring your leaders, you put your trust in them, and therefore in God.

WHY DON’T WE HONOUR PEOPLE AS
DEFAULT?

We won’t humble ourselves - James 4:10 - “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and
he will lift you up.”

When you look at the world, you will often see people struggling against other
people in order to prove their superiority. Sometimes it’s to get a promotion,
sometimes it’s to look better, sometimes it’s for no real reason at all. A lot of people
have an attitude that says, “I’'m as good as them, if not better!”

We have all been blessed with different gifts, but some people are certain their gift
is superior to yours. However, no gift ever supersedes God’s designated authority.
You may be blessed, very gifted, and naturally more talented, but whoever God has
appointed as the designated authority must be honoured and respected.




bedoiviy

You might be in a place of work and have a manager who is not as gifted as you,
but it is still your job to submit and serve. Oftentimes, you may find that you don’t
agree with people you are placed under. In fact, you may not even like them.

“Remember your Savior suffered under Pontius Pilate, one of the worst Roman
governors Judea ever had; and Paul under Nero, the worst Roman Emperor. And
neither our Lord nor His Apostle denied or reviled the ‘authority!”

-Newell

Whoever you are placed under, you can be sure they will not be in the same league
as Pontius Pilate or Nero. But what if you can’t bear for others to be blessed or
elevated more than you are?

Psalm 75:7 - “It is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts another.”

HONOUR SHOULD BE PART OF OUR
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Honour is counter culture in most places in the world, including the country where
we live. It is not the “done thing” to honour other people, and at times can seem
strange, but honour is truly the language of the Kingdom of God.

PRACTISING A LIFESTYLE OF HONOUR

David was a King with massive imperfections. He had problems with a beautiful
woman, and he didn’t bring discipline to his children when it was needed, resulting
in infighting, jockeying for position and chaos. He was flawed, but his heart and his
devotion were towards God.

One significant area in which David excelled was in honour. The previous King (who
he served with distinction) became insecure and jealous of David. It started with a
song of honour from the people, “Saul has slain thousands...but David has slain
tens of thousands!” Saul burned with anger at this, and from that moment he tried
to kill David. David himself had the opportunity to kill Saul but he would not lift his
hand against God’s ordained authority. Saul had created a culture of insecurity and
fear so his men feared him, but David built a culture of security so his men loved
him. David honoured King Saul, and when David became King his men honoured
him.




bedvniorimy
HONOUR AND YOU WILL BE HONOURED

1 Chronicles 11:17-20 - David remarked longingly to his men, “Oh, how I would love
some of that good water from the well by the gate in Bethlehem.” 18 So the Three
broke through the Philistine lines, drew some water from the well by the gate in
Bethlehem, and brought it back to David. But David refused to drink it. Instead, he
poured it out as an offering to the Lord. 19 “God forbid that | should drink this!” he
exclaimed. “This water is as precious as the blood of these men who risked their
lives to bring it to me.” So David did not drink it. These are examples of the exploits
of the Three.

The Three were gifted champions in their own right, but they knew they would
accomplish more submitted to David than on their own. These men were more
gifted, stronger, more capable, but they knew blessings flowed when they were
connected to God’s designated authority. They lived with honour towards David
because they had been honoured by David.

They expressed their honour in how they:
1. Served - He was the King and they wanted to serve him (v17/18), they heard how
he desired some water now that they were serving him.

John 13:12-15 - When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what | have done for you?” he asked
them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am. 14
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash
one another’s feet. 15 | have set you an example that you should do as | have done
for you.

2. Loved - David was thinking out loud. Yet they risked their lives out of love.

John 13:34 “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”

3. Exercised - Make it a daily practice to ask yourself, “Who can | honour today?”
In relationships, husbands and wives can take each other for granted. Wives might
not make any effort, husbands going to bed without showering. There can be no
vocalising of love, leaving the other partner wondering what is going on. Exercise
honour, even if it feels unnatural, for so many people will not have experienced or
seen it.




4. Preferred - “Huh! He wants water...I'd like a home, I'd like a shower and he’s
talking about water from Bethlehem!”

If The Three had taken this attitude, they would have been putting themselves first.
They understood the principle of preferring.

Romans 12:10 (NKJV) “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in
honour giving preference to one another”

We express honour through putting others first

5. Praised - David was their leader and King, and they sought to bring praise to the
king’s name. They weren’t jockeying for position and praise for themselves.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 (Message) - So speak encouraging words to one another. Build
up hope so you’ll all be together in this, no one left out, no one left behind. | know
you're already doing this; just keep on doing it.

What honour means:

-An appreciation of different gifts and responsibilities.
-Speaking the language of generosity

-Serving others

-Forgiving quickly

-Getting rid of cynicism and mocking

EXCELLENCE

Psalm 8:1 NKJV -
O Lord, our Lord,
How excellent is Your name in all the earth

Excellence is who Jesus is. Excellence is who God is. Everything He does is
excellent.

Daniel 6:3: It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty
satraps, to be over the whole kingdom, 2 and over these, three governors, of whom
Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would
suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him,
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This excellent spirit was IN HIM. Not over him, or following him, or around him, but
IN HIM. It was his very being.

It set him apart from all others. It wasn’t just intelligence or charisma, it was heart,
passion, tenacity, devotion, and commitment - all the things that Daniel was. But
how do we define excellence? Let’s start with what it isn’t.

Excellence is NOT

-“That’ll do”

-Giving a little but not all

-I'm here but not present

-Getting in and out as quick as you can
-Cutting corners

-Going for the easy option

Neither is excellence
-Perfection

-Being a poser
-Boastful

We want this excellence in all we do - buildings, appearance, gardens, signs,
website, music, outreaches, food, toilets, cleanliness. In our homes, cars, work -
because it’s what we see in God.

As humans, we know we are flawed, imperfect, and prone to get things wrong. He
understands this, but he wants us to carry an excellent spirit, which means “we do
the very best with what we have”.

Excellence is a mindset
It influences:

-Attitude

-Work

-Relationships

-Ethics

Excellence is costly and hard. It is a way of sacrificial living because it’s so counter-
culture. Yet when you are in its presence it stands out because it is attractive and
life giving.
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Are you giving your best to your family and your church? Are you seeking excellence
in your finances and stewardship? Is your work excellent?

Excellence looks like:

Doing my best at all times with what | have

Not looking for shortcuts, easy options or just do enough

Seeking to have an excellent heart that will reflect God to my world.
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